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TEACHING AIDS IN FRENCH 
IN AN effort to aid both teacher and 
pupil in their language study, many 
new devices are being developed. It is 
my purpose in this paper to name and dis- 
cuss the best of the new developments in 
such a way that the teacher in the field may 
be guided in his selection of teaching aids. 
The French teacher should keep the im- 
mediate objectives of language study in 
mind when selecting his teaching aids, using 
only the ones that seem best to promote 
these objectives. These objectives are:1 
1. Development of power to read foreign 
language 
2. Development of power to speak language 
3. Development of power to understand 
language when spoken 
4. Development of power to write language 
Phonograph Records 
A special aid to language pronunciation 
is found in the use of phonograph records. 
There are several different types of records2 
available. The Iroquois Educational Rec- 
ords are divided into two sets intended for 
use with Fougeray's The Mastery of 
French, a direct method text-book. Set I 
is made up of individual words and phrases. 
Time is allowed between each phrase or 
word for repetition by the pupil. Set II 
consists of perfectly pronounced sentences 
including questions and answers on gram- 
matical and practical subjects. A manual 
containing the arrangement of the French 
with the English equivalent accompanies 
these sets. The Student's Educational Rec- 
ords are based on Fraser and Squair's New 
Complete French Grammar. They give 
pronunciation of all vocabulary and all 
French sentences arranged in the same les- 
son groups as in the textbook. The Rosen- 
thai Language Phone Method offers a 
'Modern Foreign Language Study. The Vir- 
ginia Teacher, VI (192S) pp 270-73. 
2Pattee, Edith B., "Phonograph Material for 
Teaching Foreign Languages." The High School. 
course based on quotations from leading 
French authors. One play, "11 faut qu'une 
Porte," soit evuente en forme, by Musset 
is offered for advanced classes. The Aural 
Educators offer a set of records giving 
fables from La Fontaine. Le Corbeau et 
le Renard, La Cigale et la Fourmi, and 
L'Ours et les deux Compagnons are the 
most familiar ones spoken. Some of the 
results obtained from the use of these rec- 
ords are: 
1. Standardization of pronunciation 
2. Improvement of teacher's accent 
3. Stimulation of class interest 
4. Reduction of monotony of repetition 
5. Aid to backward pupils 
Direct Method Charts 
The Bruce Publishing Company prints a 
direct method chart, consisting of pictures 
of flowers, fruits, vegetables, dining room 
and kitchen utensils, furniture, clothing, 
people, and all the ordinary objects of life. 
All pupils think in English and then trans- 
late their thoughts into French. These 
charts used in vocabulary teaching will aid 
the pupil to think directly in French; as- 
sociation of the French word with the pic- 
ture of the object and not with the English 
word prevents this translation of thinking 
from language to language. D. C. Heath 
and Company publishes a dictionary called 
Petit Larousse Illustre, which has a picture 
for almost every word. The use of this 
dictionary will supplement the use of charts. 
French Papers 
Several publishing houses in America edit 
papers written entirely in French. These 
papers contain: 
1. Descriptions of school life in France 
2. News articles gleaned from French 
newspapers 
3. Short stories 
4. Jokes 
5. Fashion notes from Paris 
6. French games 
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7. Historical sketches 
8. Pictures and cartoons 
9. Tests covering material printed in paper 
(Le Petit Journal) 
Notes in English explain any difficult con- 
structions and allusions to unknown places 
in France. The papers most generally used 
are: 
1. Le Petit Journal 
2. Lectures Pour Tous 
3. La Presse 
4. LTllustration 
These papers are published bi-monthly 
from October until June. The interest of 
pupils in classwork is greatly increased by 
the use of the current events and other 
features in these papers. The tests furnish- 
ed by Le Petit Journal offer an opportunity 
to check up on the pupil's knowledge of 
French in general, as well as his knowledge 
of the material contained in the paper. 
Doubleday, Page and Co. will forward sub- 
scriptions to any French newspapers or 
magazines desired. 
Verb Blanks 
Much time and attention in French teach- 
ing is given to regular and irregular verbs. 
A great deal of time can be saved in the 
writing of verb conjugations by the use of 
verb blanks. In sections reserved for each 
tense, the pronouns are printed with vacant 
spaces for the appropriate verb forms. The 
tenses are arranged under the principal 
parts from which they are derived. In this 
way the pupil gets a clear idea of the de- 
rivation of each tense as he writes it. These 
blanks make it easy for the teacher to check 
errors. The plan followed by many teach- 
ers is to have a verb written each day at 
the beginning of the period. In this way 
the verbs can be covered along with other 
material. 
Idiom Blanks 
Every student of French knows the 
amount of time and trouble necessary to 
learn the ordinary French idioms. Miss 
Genevieve Cheney, French instructor in 
Mount Vemon High School, New York, 
has worked out an idiom blank similar to 
the verb blank. These blanks are publish- 
ed in a pad of seventy-nine leaves. At the 
top of each leaf is a group of eight or nine 
common French idioms with their English 
meanings. The page is perforated just be- 
low these idioms so that the remainder of it 
can be torn off. On this part of the leaf 
are exercises in which the pupil has an op- 
portunity to use the idioms just learned. 
These exercises include: 
1. Completion of sentences 
2. Conjugation of verbs 
3. Short compositions 
4. Translations of sentences into French 
The list of idioms for each day is left in 
the pad for further study. By this method 
the time spent on idioms can be greatly 
shortened and other work can be included 
with idiom study. 
French Correspondence 
Professor Alfred G. Roehm at George 
Peabody College for Teachers has estab- 
lished a system of French correspondence 
which is quite valuable for a student of 
French. He attempts to get French cor- 
respondents for any children who desire 
them. The teacher should send Prof. 
Roehm the age, sex, year in school, and 
occupation of parents of each pupil. He 
will obtain a French child of the same status 
in life as a correspondent. The French 
child writes his letters in French and the 
American replies in English. In this way 
mutual language aid is given. Many in- 
teresting facts about the life in France, 
which it would be hard to obtain in any 
other way, can be gotten from these letters. 
French Games 
Another device, which aids greatly in in- 
creasing vocabulary, is the French game. 
The Bruce Publishing Company prints a 
series of eight games including, 
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1. Game of Vocabulary 
2. Game of Pronouns 
3. Game of Synonyms 
4. Game of Antonyms 
5. Game of Hour and Date 
6. Game of Words 
7. Game of Proverbs 
8. Game of Famous People 
Each game, consisting of a pack of forty 
cards, is played like the familiar game of 
Authors. For instance, in the Game of 
Vocabulary, one book is made up of les 
vetements. The cards in this book are la 
robe, le chapeau, I'habit, le bas. The object 
of the game is to secure as many complete 
books as possible. The player at the left 
of the dealer calls for any card he desires 
to aid him in completing his book. The 
person holding the desired card must give 
it up to this player. This calling for cards 
continues in order around the table until 
the books are all completed. The pupils 
become interested in the playing and obtain 
valuable information in a pleasant and easy 
manner. These games would perhaps be 
more valuable for French Clnh Meetings 
than for regular class work. Anything of 
this nature would attract members to the 
club, who would not be interested in ordi- 
nary stilted programs. 
La Semaine 
Dr. Richard Wilson, Professor of French 
at the University of Virginia, has worked 
out a plan to handle large classes in French. 
He has compiled a weekly pamphlet called 
"La Semaine," which contains the material 
to be studied for that week. Each lesson 
has a full explanation of the subject under 
discussion and a blank sheet of exercises 
to be written and handed in each day. A 
particular phase of French is assigned to 
each day of the week: 
1. Dictation 
2. Oral Exercises 
3. Verb 
4. Composition 
5. Written Review of Week's course 
Model answers of the weekly and term 
examinations are published in the pamphlet 
to give the student an opportunity to cor- 
rect his errors. La Semaine is issued to the 
students on the fifth day of each week. 
Books of coupons are obtained from the 
treasurer and used to obtain the pamphlet. 
Standard Tests 
An objective method of checking a stu- 
dent's language progress has been a felt 
need for many years. A number of stand- 
ardized tests very valuable for check-up 
work are now available. Most of them have 
several forms, so that the test may be given 
again later to show the pupil's improvement 
or lack of improvement over a period of 
time. The kinds of tests obtainable, ac- 
cording to The Modern Foreign Language 
Study, are: 
1. Vocabulary Tests 
a. French vocabulary tests—V. A. C. 
Henmon 
b. Iowa Placement Examination in 
French—Van der Beke and G. D. 
Stoddard 
c. Achievement Test in Vocabulary— 
Wilkins, Lawrence A. Supplement 
to Le Petit Journal 
d. Placement Test in French—Ben D. 
Wood, Albert A. Meras, and Suzanne 
Roth 
2. Silent reading, or comprehension tests 
a. Silent Reading Test—C. H. Hands- 
chin 
b. Iowa Placement Examinations in 
French—Van der Beke, G. D. Stod- 
dard 
c. Achievement Test in Comprehension 
—Wilkins, Lawrence A. 
d. Placement Test in French—Ben D. 
Wood. Albert A. Meras, Suzanne 
Roth 
3. Sentence Translation Tests 
a. Sentence Translation Test—V. A. C. 
Henmon 
b. Placement Test in French—Ben D. 
Wood, Albert A. Meras, Suzanne 
Roth 
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4. Composition Tests 
a. Achievement Test in Composition— 
Wilkins, A. Lawrence 
5. Grammar Tests 
a. French Composition and Grammar 
Test—C. H. Handschin 
b. Iowa Placement Examination in 
French—Van der Beke, G. D. Stod- 
dard 
TABLE 
c. Achievement Test in Grammar— 
Wilkins, Lawrence, A. 
d. Placement Test in French—Ben D. 
wood, Albert A. Meras, Suzanne Roth 
6. Pronunciation Tests 
a. Achievement Test in Pronunciation 
Wilkins, Lawrence A. 
7. Idiom Tests 
a. Achievement Test in Idioms—Wil- 
kins, Lawrence A. 
F AIDS 
Aids Address Price 
Iroquois Educational Records 
(Fougeray) 
Iroquois Educational Records 
Iroquois Pub. Co., Inc. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
$25.00 
per set 
Student's Educational Records 
(Fraser and Squiar) 
Students Educational Records, 
Modern Language Dept. 
Lakewood, N. J. 
$25.00 
per set 
Fable Records Aural Educators, Inc. 





Funk and Wagnalls, 
354-360 Fourth Ave., N. Y. City 
$25.00 
per set 
Direct Method Charts Bruce Pub. Company 




Petit Larousse Ulustre' 
(Illustrated dictionary) 
D. C. Heath & Co. 
231-245 West 39th St., N. Y. City 
Le Petit Journal Doubleday, Page & Co. 
Garden City, N. Y. 
$1.50 
16 issues 
French newspapers and magazines 
printed in France 
Doubleday, Page & Co. 
Garden City, N. Y. 
At subscrip- 
tion rates 
French Verb Blanks Gaylord Bros. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
S2c per 
pad 
French Idioms and 
Phrases—Cheney 




French Correspondent International Corres. Bureau 
Peabody College, Nashville, Tenn. 
10c per 
person 
Language Games Bruce Pub. Co. 




Handschin, C. H. 
Modern Language Tests 
World Book Co. 
Yonkers-on-Hundson, New York 
$1.00 per pkg. 
50 tests 
Hermon, V. A. C. 
French Tests 
World Book Co. 
Yonkers-on-Hundson, New York 
50c per pkg. 
25 tests 
Van der Beke and Stoddard—Iowa 
Placement Examination in French 
State University of Iowa Press 
Iowa City, Iowa 
$1.00 per pkg. 
50 tests 
Wilkins—Achievement Tests in 
French—Supplement to 
Le Petit Journal 
Doubleday, Page & Co. 
Garden City, N. Y. 
$1.00 per pkg. 
50 tests 
Wood, Ben D., Meras, Albert 
Roth, Suzanne 
Placement Test in French 
World Book Co. 
Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York 
SOc per pkg. 
25 tests 
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8. Verb Tests 
a. Achievement Test in Verbs—Wil- 
kins, Lawrence A. 
The use of standardized tests shows the 
following :3 
1. Normal growth in ability to read, write, 
speak, and understand a foreign langu- 
age by successive semesters 
2. Effect of varying methods on different 
abilities in language study 
3. Effect on achievement in various abil- 
ities by age that the study began by vary- 
ing periods of disuse 
By the use of these tests the teacher can 
discover where the weakness of each pupil 
lies. With this information it is much 
easier to aid the pupil in his language study. 
Frances Cabell 
THE HOME ECONOMICS 
DEPARTMENT GROWS 
THE senior home economics class in 
the Harrisonburg High School con- 
sists of sixteen girls. They meet 
three times a week for eighty-minute 
periods. During the spring term of twelve 
weeks they will have as a class problem 
the enlargement of the laboratory facilities 
of the William H. Keister School. This 
problem will center their attention on prin- 
ciples of interior decoration, house arrange- 
ment, household purchasing, and home man- 
agement. 
Part One. What the Girls Will Do 
1. Survey entire situation with view to 
making necessary changes: 
A. Check on the present floor plan, the 
equipment on hand, and on the light- 
ing arrangement. 
B. Determine the necessary additions 
for the dining room; linen, silver, 
china, glass, wall and floor coverings, 
draperies. 
3Modern Foreign Language Study. The Vir- 
ginia Teacher, VI (1925) pp 270-73. 
C. Determine the necessary additions 
for nurse's office which is to serve as 
the bed-living room; bed, bedding, 
table and chair, window seat, cur- 
tains, draperies. 
2. Prepare a set of principles to be follow- 
ed in the selection of the equipment: 
A. Dining room equipment and acces- 
sories ; table service and linen, china, 
silver, window shades and draperies, 
floor and wall covering. 
B. Bed-living room equipment and deco- 
rations. 
3. Purchase the equipment; 
A. Secure manufacturer's literature to 
be studied for comparison of prod- 
ucts and prices. 
B. Make group surveys of local markets 
for suitable products and prices. 
C. Report findings to class, and devise 
budget. 
D. Purchase articles agreed upon. 
4. Place equipment and decorations : 
A. Plan arrangement of storage space 
for linen, china, and silver. 
B. Rearrange office to make the bed- 
living room. 
C. Make draperies, day-bed cover, and 
window-seat cushion. 
5. Select a related home problem for indi- 
vidual work: 
A. Choose problem in which the indi- 
vidual is most interested and obtain 
parents' consent to carry it out. 
B. Plan the problem, studying the pres- 
ent method used, making a digest of 
what must be accomplished, and out- 
lining the method of attack. 
C. Work out the plan, changing outline 
as necessary, standardizing the meth- 
od, and drawing conclusions. 
D. Report to class, giving the original 
plan, the alterations, and conclusions. 
Part Two. Information the Girls Will 
Need 
1. They will learn the possibilities of ma- 
terials on hand: 
